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STATE OF VIRGINIA ) . 

, )S3! ■■ .. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFAX) ' . .. 

I, Ger.c sral Robert S. Cu.Si*r»iavi, Jr,, USM.C/ bei«2 duly uwoi'r., 

depose and say: 

1* I the deputy Director of Central Intelligence from. 7 May lyoV 
to 31 December 1971* 

Z* 1 wish to stata unequivocally that I had no knowledge before or 
after the fact of any illegal or unethical acts. * ^ 

3. About 7 July 1971* Mr* John Ehrliebman of the White House eulleu 
me and stated that Howard Hunt was a bona fide employee* a consultant on 

i 

security matters* and that Hunt would come to ' see me and request assistance 
which Mr. Ehrlichman requested that I give. X wish to explain here that the 

Central Intelligence Agency comes under the authority of and works for the 

■ 

N a t ion a 1 Security C ounc i l whi c h i s *. of c ou r s c * the Preside nt him s v - 1 £ a d v ‘ - 
by such assistants as are named in the National Security Act of 19*17. 1 hud 

.V f'( 

known Mr. Ehrlichman for a good -ton to twelve years and respected him- 
highly as a naan of complete honesty and devotion to duty. '£ also know that 
he was one of the thro© Chiefs of Staff, as it were* to the President and that 
; therefore he spoke with the authority of the President's name* This was 
also a time when fch© national security aspects of leaks of intelligence 
information were of great concern within th© Government- Ehrliclxman had 
boon named within the White House ao.tho man /in charge of stopping security 



leaks and overhauling the security regulations* The Central Intelligence 
Agency is charged with safeguarding intelligence sources and method#, STror 
these facta, I then drew the following 'conclusion, which I believe any 

CLV. 

reasonable man would have reached, namely, that Howard Hunt had been 
hired by the White House to act in the security field and that the Central 
Intelligence Agency was being ordered to assist him* 

4* F olio wing this 7 July call, Mr* Hunt called on me in my office on 
ZZ July 1971 and stated that ho had a very sensitive one-time interview that 
the White House wanted him to hold with a person whose ideology he was not 



too sure of and that he dare not reveal his. Hunt's true identity* The White 
House therefore wanted assistance from our technical services in providing 
him with an identity which would ho other than his own* He, of course, after 
twenty years in the CIA knew well that we had this capability* It must be 
recalled that Mr* Howard Hunt was a highly respected and honorably retired 
CIA employee of twenty years 1 service* X was not able to elicit any details 
of the interview which he stated that he had to conduct and he said that on 
White House orders he was not to reveal the nature and scope of this inter- 
view nor of the fact that he worked for the White House* He did assure mo, 
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however, that he was working to a good purpose in the interests of the 
country* Upon his assurance that this was, in his words, a fr oae-timo 
operation -- in and out, J[ I authorized the Technical Services Division to 
give him the necessary papers and disguise to enable him to conduct this - 
interview so that, he would not be known nor could he be recognized later* 

To the best of my recollect ion, 1 reported this a few da yo. .later to the 



Director of Central Intelligence, Mr* Richard Heims, and lie as seated to 
wha* I had done* Toward the latter part of August 1971 , it was reported to 
me that Mr. Hunt was becoming more and more unreasonable and demanding 
j a^d was attempting to go far beyond the scope of the original instructions 
which l had given and which related to his statement that he had a one-time 
interview opo ration' to conduct. I therefore immediately stopped all relation- 
ships with Mr. Hunt and gave instructions to that effect to the Agency. X 
Ctthed Mr. j^hiuichman on mat matter on s 7 August 1971 , and I said that we 

+4 

cannot give such assistance because it might possibly be construed as 
involving the Agency in improper activities. I then explained the constraints 
on the Agency and finally advised Ehrlichman that the Agency would not have 
anything further to do with Hunt, X also advised him that in my opinion Mr. 

t. 

nuni was of questionable judgment* He should know better than to even ask 
ior such support, Tnereiore, I made this recommendation to Mr. Ehrlichmu 
for him to do with as he deemed proper, 

S, In conclusion, X wisn to -state that what I did was perfectly prooer 
and was done in conformity with orders from higher authority. As soon as 
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X found out that the individual involve d t Mr, Howard Hunt, was not exercisin? 
proper judgment and was exceeding what I considered propor ]( [ X Vo reported 
it to hi e superior in the White House and to Mr* Helms, This stopped all 
further dealings with Mr* Hunt* 
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Robert E, Cushms 
General, USMC 



Subscribed and .sworn to before me this y of 1973, 

!,’ -/•.'••, . ■' ’.-■■■ ;. ; •■■;■' J ? 

i ' ;*|j t'i'' ! .Notary Public f~ 
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Hy fiosaisfiioa onpiroa S October 197S. 
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